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all summer, Aube’s family moved 
from place to place, staying one step 
ahead of the German soldiers. When 
Aube asked if they would return 
home to Paris, Papa looked worried 
and Mama looked sad. Then one 
day, a man named Danny made their 
worried faces disappear. He led them 
down the long, shaded driveway to a 
special place. 

Papa explained that there was 
a magician named Varian Fry, and Danny Bénédite was his 
assistant. They helped people hide and escape. Danny had 
found the Villa Air-Bel, the enchanted place where they would 
live together until it was their turn to flee to safety. 
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Aube liked Sundays, because Papa and Mama’s friends 
gathered at the Villa Air-Bel to play games. Like her parents, 
the friends who came on Sunday were also thinkers, artists and 
writers who had to hide from the German soldiers because of 
their ideas of freedom and liberty. They played charades. They 
danced to music from the radio. Papa set out sheets of paper, 
pots of glue, colored pencils, newspapers and scissors on the 
long table, and everyone made collages together. Sometimes 
they played Aube’s favorite game: Cadavre Exquis. A piece of 
paper was folded like a fan, and each 
person drew a part on one fold 
without seeing the drawings 
of the others. When they 

unfolded the paper, wonderful 
and silly mixed-up creatures 
emerged.

Papa said that “by singing, 
playing and laughing with the 
greatest joy,” they would fight 
against fear. 


